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CALL FOR STARTUPS AWARD 
 

Steering Committee Chairs 
Luis M. Correia, IST - U. Lisbon, PT (Chair) 
Pavlos Fournogerakis, SNS JU, BE (Vice-Chair) 
Matti Latva-aho, U. Oulu - 6G Flagship, FI (Vice-Chair) 
Technical Programme Chairs 
Pedro Merino-Gómez, U. Malaga, ES 
Ivan Seskar, Rutgers U., US 
Ari Pouttu, U. Oulu – 6G Flagship, FI 
Track Co-Chairs 
PHY - Physical Layer and Fundamentals  
Mikko Uusitalo, NOKIA, FI  
Mari Carmen Aguayo-Torres, U. Malaga, ES 
Aggelos Bletsas, Rutgers U., US 
WOS – Wireless, Optical and Satellite Networks 
David Larrabeiti, UC3M, ES 
Alessandro Vanelli-Coralli, U. Bologna, IT 
Chia-Pang Yen, ITRI, TW 
NET – Network Softwarisation 
Anna Brunstrom, Karlstad U., SE  
Johann Marquez-Barja, imec -U. Antwerp, BE 
Paul Ruth, U. North Carolina, US 
AIU – Applications, IoT, Use cases 
Marc Emmelmann, Fraunhofer FOKUS, DE 
Almudena Díaz, U. Malaga, ES 
Tingjun Chen, Duke U., US 
OPE – Operational & Experimental Insights 
Spyros Denazis, U. Patras, GR 
David Gomez-Barquero, UPV, ES 
Aloizio Da Silva, Virginia Tech, US 
AI4C – AI/ML Solutions for Communications 
Daniel Kilper, Trinity College Dublin, IE 
Valerio Frascolla, Intel, DE 
Jongwon Kim, GIST, KR 
SAQ – Security Aspects and Quantum Communications 
John Preuß Mattsson, Ericsson, SE 
Javier Lopez, U. Malaga, ES  
Vuk Marojevic, Miss. State U., US 
NVS – Next-Generation Visions & Sustainability 
Marja Matinmikko-Blue, U. Oulu – 6G Flagship, FI 
Christoph Schmelz, NOKIA, DE 
Carlos E. Caicedo Bastidas, Syracuse U., US 
CMP - Components, Microelectronics & Photonics 
Luís Manuel Pessoa, INESCTEC - U. Porto, PT 
Nuutti Tervo, U. Oulu – 6G Flagship, FI 
Ashutosh Dutta, U. Johns Hopkins, US 
Panels Co-Chairs 
Håkon Lønsethagen, Telenor, NO 
Özgü Alay, U. Oslo, NO  
Special Sessions Co-Chairs 
Čedomir Stefanović, AAU, DK  
Nurul Huda Mahmood, U. Oulu - 6G Flagship, FI 
Filipe Cardoso, Polytech. Inst. Setubal, PT 
Workshops Co-Chairs 
Diego López, Telefonica, ES 
Germán Madueño, Keysight Technologies, ES 
Beatriz Lorenzo, U. Mass. Amherst, US 
Tutorials Co-Chairs 
Paweł Sroka, PUT, PL 
Mir Ghoraishi, Gigasys Solutions, UK 
George Sklivanitis, Florida Atlantic U., US 
Exhibitions Co-Chairs 
Javier García, Telefonica, ES 
Michael Dieudonne, Keysight Technologies, BE 
Pablo Herrera, U. Malaga, ES 
IEEE ComSoc Liaison 
Stefano Bregni, POLIMI, IT 
COST Liaison  
Ralph Stübner, COST, BE 
URSI Liaison 
Sana Salous, Durham U., UK 
EurAAP Liaison 
Jose Molina Garcia Pardo, U. Cartagena, ES 
EURASIP Liaison 
Eva Lagunas, U. Luxembourg, LU 

The 2026 EuCNC & 6G Summit builds on two successful conferences in the area of 
telecommunications: EuCNC, in its 35th edition, supported by the European Commission, and 
the 6G Summit, in its 8th edition, originated from the 6G Flagship programme in Finland, one 
of the very first in its area.  The conference is sponsored by the IEEE Communications Society 
(ComSoc), the European Association for Signal Processing (EURASIP) and the European 
Association on Antennas and Propagation (EurAAP), and is supported by the European 
Commission.  The conference addresses various aspects of Beyond 5G/6G communication 
systems and networks.  It brings together cutting-edge research and world-renown industries 
and businesses, attracting in the last years close to 1000 delegates from more than 40 
countries to present and discuss the latest results, and more than 70 exhibitors to 
demonstrate the technology developed in the area, with focus on research projects from EU 
R&I programmes. 

The EuCNC & 6G Summit Startup Award aims at startups whose products or services address 
one of the Tracks: 
 PHY - Physical Layer and Fundamentals 
 WOS - Wireless, Optical and Satellite Networks 
 NET - Network Softwarisation 
 AIU - Applications, IoT, Use cases 
 OPE - Operational & Experimental Insights 
 AI4C - AI/ML Solutions for Communications 
 SAQ - Security Aspects and Quantum Communications 
 CMP - Components, Microelectronics & Photonics 
 NVS - Next-Generation Visions & Sustainability 

The EuCNC & 6G Summit Startup Award is an opportunity for startups to show their products 
or services to the conference audience and beyond (i.e., via the conference communication 
activities, these ideas will be shown to a wider audience).  This is an opportunity for startups 
to showcase their products and services to the technical community worldwide as well as to 
industry leaders, increasing the visibility of their work and enabling networking around it. 

Startups should submit their application via a specific template and according to the 
instructions available on the website.  Proposers should provide information on the Company, 
Product and/or Service, Stage, Investment, Customer problem solved by your product and/or 
service, and Target market. 

A Jury, composed of company and industrial associations representatives, will select the 5 
best applications, which will be invited to the conference and pitch in-person to the Jury as 
well as to conference attendees, in a dedicated session of the conference. 

Applications will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 
– Technology Relevance 
– Novelty 
– Market Impact 
– Quality. 

The list of candidates and the winner will be announced at the conference website. 

Presenters of the 5 best applications will be offered a complimentary R-3-O – One Day 
Conference Registration for the day of the pitch, but they will have to register to the 
conference if attending it other days. 

Key dates: 
27 Mar. 2026 – Startups ideas submission deadline 
13 Apr. 2026 – Notification of acceptance 

 


